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Members of the committec, my uame is Bob Davis. I'm a {btmcr ftom cambria

Townshrp, Cambria C",-ri, I would like-toconmeot on thc wayg that coalbedmcthane

drilling 
"fi..e 

lanao.lmCand lesse€€ of farmland, ss well as the impact of drilling on

prcsorved farms.r--- -- 
h ;t eroo of Cmbria Couaty, the mineral dgbts thd coalbod me$raoe dnllen

are using to acquire owncrship of thimethane are oftenbought dtax rales, ofton for

minimal cost. I would likc to'r." t"girl"tion pessed rcquiring the notification of surfape

"1*r"i- 
pti"r to the salc of thc min"int rlshe. I believo thrt the suface owner slrould have

ttrc righito purclaso Gse nineml tighd The state of Indiana addresscd this Froblem by

passing thc Dormant Mineral Inrerests Aot (Ind.Codc.32-5-1-1'l through 32-5-ll [1976])'
1.fris alt provides that a severed mineral irrtorost that is noted ru€d for a pcriocl of 20 years

automatically rcverts to thc ctrnent surface owner.
As aiandovrnor and lessee of farmland, I belierre tbd coslbed methane drillen

should bc rcquired to obtain pe,rmission fiom the surface ownet and any otherperson who
has an interest in tho propcrty, inoluding another farmer leasing thet property. This should
include the right of rc-fiEal. Wlren the mineral tights wete severod, coalbed methane
drilling was not considered in thc eale of these mineral tights. Most of these gales did not
inolude the surfapG rights. If e stip mine,r acquired these ninetal tights et a tax sale he
would be required to obtaiu pernission fiom the landowner before accessing the
property. I believe thet methane drillers should be hdd at the sane stendard.

As a meurber of the Cambria Corrnty Ag5icultuial Land Presenation Progrart
Board of Directors,I have concerns on the cffect of ne{hane driiling on preserued farms.
Our board asked the Pennsylvania Departnent of Agricultrue (PDA) to clari& this issue.
They stated that dri[ing would be allowable oD a pnsserved farfii, but processittg the gas
would not bo pormittod. Ifthe gas was processed on the preserved farn, 0re deed of
eesement would be violated. My concem is tbat if thc surface o\rntcr cannot refuse acooss
to the drillers, how can he be penalized for the actions of the drille'rs? Also, the impact on
the surface of all farmland should be minimal end restoration should be completed. Mtny
times this land is presened to insure thet it will remain productive qgriculhtrst land.
Steps need to be takcn to protcct the iuveshacnt the Commonwealth has made in these
p'roperties before they are impacted negatively. Pennsylvania leads the nation in farrnland
preservation and the commihnent that landownerc have madc to this progran should
provide protection from encroachnent ftom coalbcd methaae drillcrs.

Furthcrmorc, coalbed methane drillers should be required to prove oumership of
mineral rights- The Dcparturent of Environrnental Protection (DEP) should require this
ac.tion and providc that ffirmation to the surfacc ovners when a pcrmit is applied for.
This infonnation should include a Title Report and any other documents concerning the
property. Because these rigtfu wBrs sever€d matry years ago and the different seams of
corl can have differcnt owners, il eqn f,s difficult to vorify ownership. Therefore, DEP
should require that drillers prove ormership of the searns of coal that they intend to &ill
througb- This should bc madc available to the surfac€ ow:ner as well. When drilling is
completed and the sas is beiug exhacted, DEP should rerluire and provide to the sufice
owner proof that thc gas is coming fiom the coal seams and onlythc coal seams-

The ownership of ooalbed methane in Pennsylvania was determined by the 1983*Hoge" decision. Other statcs, ;61'rling North and South Dakota" Illinois and Indiana
have reject,ed the holdings in the "Iloge" case and have follow the U.S. Srpreme Court



ruling thal decided that the owner of the gas rie[ts is also the owner of the coalbed
methane. fury company &illing for methano in thcse states mnst have an agtoemont with
the surface ownet and pay for damages to the land aud crops. In Pennsylveniq drillers are
not required to pay the surface owner for any damages that may occur, and many
landoumers have suffered many thousands of dollars of damages with littlo or no
compensation. With the value of farmland repidlv rising, the loss of the usc of land that is
used by methane drillers puts farmers at sn economic disadvantage. The farmer loses the
use of approximately one to two acres for every well. This includes the well sire, access
roa{s and prpelines. That propetty's value would be greatly reduced by the presencc of
methane wells- Who would pay top dollar for a ptopeny with methane wells that rchrrn
no income but cause noise, erosion of ro"'.lq and well sites?

Anothet landowner concern has to do with the ground water. Because ooalbed
methanp wells rernove up-to 4,000 gallons of wster daiiy pe. woll, the depletion of water
srrpplief can negatively affect ArmJrs. Most farm, o* *"U. or springs to supply water
for household usage and to water livestock. Farrrers have concerns rc-gardiniboth rhe
q*lity and quantity of water supply. The testing of water and the e*tLt"rlf water
qtBlity and quantity of weter supplies should berequire.d for the lifc of the well. This
testing should be the responsibility of the ddllers, not tho landowner. This renrlt of any
test should be shared with DEp and the sutface owners.

In oonclusion, Agricultrte is Perursylvania's leading industry, and steps must be
taken to protect lsndounrers fion the encmachnent of coalbed methane dri1ing
operations. The economic l.qtg. of drilting operations on Pennsylvania farrrs is
staggering- This would include tho loss of valuable acneago to weli sites, access roads and
pipelines. l^andoumers muit be compensated for these loJses. The landowner must have
the right of nefisal qsd the right to risuict entry onto his property. Any property that is

o ehould be grven additional protecfiotr
riculture. Befory miperal rigfuts arp spld, the
n tho first clpqlco fo purchase these rights.
p oonsidpred, Pleas" take into close
ere seysrod many years ago, the drilling of
he eeller or lhe buyer of the mineral righs.
hat crcatod this problcm for landowners and
rt{reee problerrs.to find a fair solution for

Thank you very much for your time and consideration


