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Dear Editor:
Matt Major’s recent opinion piece (New York Benefits from Our Example?) misleads your readers and

unfairly characterizes the efforts of both the General Assembly and the Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) to regulate natural gas drilling in Pennsylvania.

While Mr. Major notes that DEP’s budget has been significantly reduced, he incorrectly assumes this has
translated to less oversight of natural gas drilling. Nothing could be further from the truth. Your readers deserve to
know that last year Pennsylvania significantly increased the permit fees paid by drillers. This has enabled DEP to
shift the burden of paying to oversee the industry from general taxpayer dollars to the industry. The fee revenue
increase — over $10 million annually — has let DEP double its inspection and enforcement staff, hiring nearly 100
new personnel.

DEP’s budget, like most state agencies, has certainly been affected by the economic recession. The
legislature cannot appropriate money that is not there, and there has been no appetite to raise taxes during a
recession. While the budget will unfortunately impact DEP staff levels, some of the funding cuts were either for
discretionary grant programs, or were more than replaced by federal stimulus dollars, such as water and sewer and
energy efficiency rebates. Since last year Pennsylvania has, among other steps, adopted new wastewater treatment
rules, upgraded the stream protection status of numerous waterways, enacted a new well reporting disclosure law and
will soon finalize well construction standards that are among the strictest in the nation.

DEP Secretary Hanger was right to criticize the New York Senate’s passage of a drilling moratorium,
because it was based on an inaccurate and skewed understanding of the steps Pennsylvania has taken to aggressively
regulate this activity while also recognizing the significant economic and clean energy opportunities it presents.
While there must be a continuing commitment to ensuring that our laws and regulations are sufficient to protect our
natural resources, Pennsylvanians can rightfully be proud of the steps taken to date.
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